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PETER PARKER 


While attending a demonstration in radiology, student PETER PARKER was bitten by a spider which had 


accidentally been exposed to RADIOACTIVE RAYS. Through a miracle of science, Peter’ soon found 
that_he had GAINED the insect's powers...and had, in effect, become a human spider., 
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SOMETHING ABOUT HOW HE 4 
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UASTH THE LAST OUNCE OF 
HIS FAOING STRENGTH, SPIDER- 
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STAN LEE'S SOAPBOX 
Don'tcho hate people who return from 
4 1rip, grab your arm, and shout, “Hey! 
Let me tell you all about my tript""? 
Well, now 4 know why they do it, 
because | feel like doing it, too, | just 
‘got back from a fast visit to England and 
Scotland on behalf of ol’ Marvel, and 
¥'m bustin’ t0 til you all about it. Ay 
you probably know, we publish some 
weekly vorsions of our titles ‘way over 
there in our London office. As a matin 
‘of fact, in just a few short years, we've 
become the third largest comics producer 
in Britain, And until recently, they'd atl 
been reprints of our own American 
rips, such as SPIDER-MAN, the FF. 
HULK, etc. Well, # few months ago, we 
decided to ry something really far-out. 
‘We wanted 10 do a special book just for 
our British buddies—a book that would 
fomture thoir own exclusive super-hero, 
The sume we dresmed up war @ natural: 
CAPTAIN BRITAIN! Anyway, to make 
@ short story shorter, it was introduced 
early in Qotober, and that's when | 
‘vain overseas on a whirlwind promotion 
tour to tlk up Cap Britain in particular 
and Mighty Marvel in. general. | wish 
You could’ been with me as | visited 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Newcastle, 
and London, Everywhere | went, ! heard 
enthusiastic readers asking for more, 
more, more of our spunky little super 
heroes! No kidding, if aver you get over 
to England, just introduce yourself to 
‘most anyone a a precticin’ Marvelite, 
and you'll probably get the keys to the 


HAITEME The leaves of Autumn may have fong 


‘fallen. The chill winds of Winter may now be 


city! One of these days, we'll try to 
reprint some CAPTAIN BRITAIN yarns 
here in the USA, but till then you'll have 
to be satisfied with Howard the Duck 
wearing 3 bowler! By the way, no sooner 
did 1 return from my wife's halcyon 
homeland, than | had to hit the college 
Jocture circuit again. In fact, 2s 4 sit 
penning these weighty and wondrous 
words, I've just returned from a cultural 
expedition to good ol” Northern Iilinois 
University where } wes Grand Marshal of 
their Homecoming Day Parade. (Jonah 
Jameson was too busy and they hadda 
Rt someonel) And I'm now about to 
pack for next wook’s trip to SUNY at 
Buffalo; University of New Mexico at 
‘Atbuquerque; and Orange Coast College 
in Costa Mesa, California. Yep, like | 
‘always say, by the time I'm finished if 
Marvel Comics isn’t required reading tor 
‘very college curriculum, it won't be our 
foult! But ow, it’s time to pack some 
extra web tHuid, uru paste, and throat 
spray; 30 1'N\ leave you with a fabulous 
little phrase | picked up in Neweastle— 
find, for once, I'll tell you what it 
means. (Hope | spol it right!) "Coud 
mile failtel"’ 1 moons “A. hundred 
thousand wetcomest, and we'll award 
a giant-size-no-prize to the first reader 
Wwho can tell us how to pronounce ft 
Romomber, it’s Gaelic! But hero's somo- 
thing everyone knows how to pronounce- 


5 Excalsion ¢ = 
Impish IRENE VARTANOFF and Diamond 
JIM NOVAK, along with @ standing ovation 


about to let Mr. Edelman just slip off into 
oblivion. He'll continue os scripter for 
CAPTAIN MARVEL as well as some special 
short features that will be appearing in our 
awesome Annuals, And we couldn't let Scott 
depart without revealing that he is the one 
who has handled the titanic task of coming up 
with @ new alliteretive headline for this 
column using a different letter of the alphabet 
each month (end if you think that’s easy, 
check out. whst's available under X or O 
sometime). In fact, the only way Editor 
ARCHIE GOODWIN would agree to unshackle 
the sparkling one from his desk was if he first 
finished headlines all the way through Z! So 
good luck, Scott, and thanks for everything... 
particularly increasing our word power! 
ITEM! Another change on the masthead is 
the addition of STEVE Baby” GERBER to 
‘our ranks of Consulting Editors. Beginning 
With issue #9 of HOWARD THE DUCK, Stove 
wok on responsibility for editing the fighting 
fowl's adventures. as well as writing them. 
Mr. G will also be writer/editor of one of the 
‘most unique and exciting Marvel projects since 
‘Spider-Man met a certain leaper over tall 
buildings in a single bound, namely o glant-size 
comic featuring the adventures of that wildest 
of all rock groups, KISS. This one hos beon in 
the talking stages for some time now—you 
‘may have heard rumors about it through fan 
channels—but. now it’s'finally and. offically 
underway, So, we'll be filling you in on all 
‘tho devastating details just a5 fast as Steve 
finalizes arid feeds them to us Stick close, the 
wondorment’s just getting started! | 
ITEMI As long as we're handing out hints on 
what's just over the horivbn, we may ax well 
tantalize you with the fact that we've just 
signed a contract to do a continuing series | 
about one of the biggest movie stars of them 
all. Who? Well, we'll reveal that next month, 


_briskly blowing, But for a few hours the other 
Jevening in Manhattan's Autopub. restaurant, 
it was Summer again. Why? Because about 
two dozen bubbling Bullpenners gathered 
there over baked shrimp and. sangria to 
celebrate the joys and sorrows, the highs and 
Jows, af the 1976 softball season, And though 
Marvel's mean machine ultimately placed 
second rather than first in the Publishor’s 
Sotthall League, you'd never have guessed it 
{rom the decibel level of the merrymaking at 
‘hie first af what promis%s to be an anoual 
banquet, Many toasts were made and each 
nd avery player was singled out for an 
appropriate award, such as the “longest, most 
grotesque headfirst slide" award to Production 

} Potentate LENNY GROW, the “only player 
10 wear his baseball cap all year” award to 
Hoppy HERE TRIMPE, and the “cleanest 
‘T-shirt award to Sturdy STU SCHWARTZBERG. 
The “Wonderful Person” award went to 
Mirthful MARIE SEVERIN, Probably there's 
absolutely no connection between her 
receiving this particular award and the fact 
that she's the one who made up all the award 
certificates, But if most of the presentations 
wore something less than rock bottom serious, 

© the last two of the evening werg not, as dual 
trophies were given to the team’s co-coptains, 


(at least from those not too weighted down 
with shrimp and sangria) and many cries of 
“Wait'll next year!" It was @ perfect capper to 
sensational geeson and proof ~that the 
Bullpen can successfully collaborate on some 
thing other than comics. A special note of 
thanks should go to ‘Nuff Said NELSON 

~ YOMTOV for arranging and stage-managing the 
whole banquet with the same style, expertise, 
‘end flair that he brought to playing third base 
(and this has been the on/y season where we 
could say that and still have it be a 
compliment!). 

ITEM! If youre into perusing our monumental 
masthead (that little box of names and titles 
residing at the bottom of this page), then 
you've probably noticed a change or two. Like 
for instance, where once Sparkling SCOTT 
EDELMAN's name was emblazoned as an 
Assistant Evitor, now Enorgetic ED. 
HANNIGAN is listed. After several yeors of 
superior service os a Morvel staffer, Scotty. 
has opted for the free and easy freelancing life, 
and Ed, hitherto best known perhaps for his 
painstaking pencilling of KULL THE 
DESTROYER, waspickod to fill the vacancy, 
having in the past revealed a flair for the ways 
of words and plotting as well as.his very 
definite drawing ability. Naturally, we're not 


but meantime, here's 6 fast clue that ought to 
make guessing easy: He's green and mean, and 
leaves an imprint on the scene! 

ITEM! With alt the new projects in the works 
(and we haven't even started to unveil ali them: 
for you), it’s sad but inevitable that other 
titles would have to be discontinued to make 
room. Hence, over the last half year or so, 
wo've had to cancel 9 few books: Whenever 
possible, we try to make cartain that this 
falls at the end of @ storyline. But often, 
there's just no way to end the series in time. 
Like those of you who write in to complain 
when this happens, we don’t like it either. 
And we are trying to do something about jt. 
Hence, though DEATHLOK has disappeared 
from his own series, you can see a tying 
‘of many plot threads in both MARVEL 
SPOTLIGHT #33 and in MARVEL 
TWO-IN-ONE #27, where the bionic man 
stalker meets bashful Ben Grimm, As the 
proper opportunities present themsvives, we'll 
be attempting to wrap up many of the loose 
‘strands in Marvel's master design as we have 
with Deathlok. So, take heort, friends, We 
love all our cavorting characters—great and 
ssmall—way too much to leave any of them 
hanging forever! 
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7--AND MONE ARE IEAN WHILE... AND AbL HMM... IT SEEMS 
WORTH THE SELATEDL 
SLIGHTEST 
REMORSE! FACE IT, KIDS: 
YOUR HEART'S 
NOT /W IT-- 


i 
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PERHAPS 

THE TIME |S. 
RIPE FOR 
MORBIUS 
TO PEPART.... 


+.FOR, JUST AD ” : 
Now, { FEEL ENO.0: 
hPa LOOKIT THE 
] z = a7 
= Py, : VA 3 3 @ 
PONOER.,. 6 ; \ \ 
SP era da 


NOT UNLIKE... 
THE SUBTLE 
PAIN OF GU/LT. 


IMEY TURN, THEN, TO THE SOUND OF GENTLE f 
UNS... AND THEY FEEL A CHILL, A SUDOCEN IM, KID. 
WWARENESS OF THEIR OWN MORTAL/TY... MAYBE IT WASN'T 


WHAT YOU DID 

HE'S BEAO. HE WAS i 
GONE FOR A MONTH, INTS, WOW. 
S 


way (4) 


AND THERE WAS HOPE FOR \ BLT IT WASN'T 
ME AS WELL 1 THOUGH IT — LONG UNTIL HE 
PROFESSOR X ANP WAS ON THE 
HIG MUTANT X-MEN TO. 4005 AGAIN. 
FINALLY CUE ME AND. UNTIL, I HEAR-> 
COMPAL NORBIUS.4 


De MARVEL TEAM t/) 
| #4 --ARCHIE 


IP VIGAPPEAREP FORGOOP’ 


AN? NOW THAT I'VE 
REPLACED THOSE WEB 


HE TANGLEC WITH THE THING, * ) 


CARTRIPGES, ¥ CAN VO 
SOME PIGAPPEARING, 
\ FIO! 


4&7 Wo-iW- OWE 
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Yes MR. PARKER, FOR A TVARE YOU CAN A TIME THAT 1S GWIFTEY, 


x 
SURELY: ERODING! 


ig 
g 1 
Wo? I Won't 
SO GACH! EVEN 
IF TE HERE-- 


--|T'S BETTER 
HAN REPLYING + 


REVERTING TO THE 


7AING I WAS! 


YOU CAN'T 
MAKE ME GO. 
YOUCAN*T7 


DON'T BE 
GUL, MICHAEL 
OF COURSE, 


I CAN DOTWAT.,, 
AN? MUCH, YC 
MORE. 


